


























this is the gateway for many tourists entering Mystic for the first time, it would
greatly enhance the drive-up to the Seaport and downtown Mystic.

Several studies have been done in recent years looking at ways to draw visitors from Old Mystic
Village and the Aquarium to downtown Mystic in an effort to attract more tourism. These
include water taxies, trollies and improving the properties on Greenmanville Avenue to make
more destinations potential tourists could visit. The acquisition of the Coogan Farm by the
Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center, improvements to the former Kitchen Little property, and

plans underway to improve the south entrance to the Mystic Seaport Museum have all helped
these efforts.

Having a park at the mid-point between these locations where pedestrians could stop and take
in the scenic view, let their kids play, enjoy a picnic lunch, would be a natural addition to this

process. Additionally, there has been conversation about the need for public facilities in this part
of town for pedestrians.

One thing setting Stonington apart from other towns in Connecticut is the abundance of
waterfront property. Unfortunately, most of that property is in private hands with little or no
public access. This is especially true of the upper Mystic River, with minimal access points and
few places to truly appreciate the river.

What FOSC is proposing is to repurpose the property at 123 Greenmanville into a public space
which would offer access for rowing, sailing, kayaking, canoeing and a park where townspeople
and visitors could have a picnic, enjoy the river, take pictures, or go fishing.

The park would have a facility providing storage for the SHS Crews equipment and private boat
storage. It would include a dock with access to the river, a meeting room which could be used for

events, education and outreach programs, locker rooms for showering and changing, and a large
parking area for cars.

It would include facilities for educational programs, town events, emergency shelter, Stonington
Parks and Recreation activities, and town meetings. The park could hold sports events, crew
races, banquets, and recreational activities.

Riverfront Park could offer:

. Scenic overlook of the Mystic River and Seaport

. A place were local residents could gain access to the water

. A park with a children’s playground

. Access to boating, kayaking, canoeing, paddling and rowing. A boat launching dock
for non-motorized boats

. Fishing from the dock and banks

. A picnic pavilion

. Educational opportunities through Stonington Parks and Rec. and DPNC.

. High utilization, 60-90 rowers a day, 5-6 days a week spring, summer, and fall






Do more to create additional sidewalks (83%)
Facilitating agriculture (81%)

Doing more to protect aquifer areas (81%)
Encourag/ incentives ~ new businesses (80%)

Things people indicated they would like to see less of:

10+ unit residential buildings (52%)
Drive-thru restaurants (49%)

3-10 unit residential buildings (45%)
Large-scale retail stores (39%)
Self-storage facilities (35%)

When asked to score 10 issues in terms of their importance in the Town of Stonington,
respondents indicated the following (1 = lowest score, 10 = highest score):

Protection of natural resources and open space preservation (7.45)

Enhancing the school system (6.70)

Maintenance of local roads and utility infrastructure (6.48)

Expanding parks / recreational / walking paths / trails / sidewalks (6.30)
Revitalizing existing village areas and filling current commercial vacancies (5.87)
Protection of historic sites and buildings (5.75)

Protection and enhancement of agriculture (5.15)

Promotion of new commercial development (4.41)

Expanding public transportation opportunities (3.61)

Promotion of affordable housing (3.31)

In terms of taxes:

About 67% felt the current level of taxes was appropriate
About 26% felt the current level of taxes was too high
About 7% felt the current level of taxes was too low

When asked if they would be willing to vote for an increase in taxes to provide
increases/improvements in different categories, respondents indicated the following:

Education (70%)
Infrastructure (60%)
Open space (59%)
Service (38%)

Other (21%)

When asked if they would be willing to bond monies in different categories, respondents
indicated the following;:

Education (67%)
Infrastructure (65%)
Open space (52%)
Development (32%)
Other (11%)



an our investigation it is our belief the property at 123 Greenmanville Ave, could be
converted into a town park. It is also our belief the current zoning would allow the construction
of a park as described in this document. It would benefit the town by providing access to an area
of the Mystic  rer that is largely inaccessible at this point. It would be beneficial to local
businesses by providing an improved corridor that most people use to enter Mystic, it would
also provide an additional destination for people visiting the area. For town’s people it would
provide access to one of the most picturesque areas of the Mystic River for recreation. It would
provide parking, small craft access to the river, and a waterfront park. It would also provide
water access and a permanent home for Stonington High School Crew and the nearly 100
students that participate in the program each year. For this reason, we ask the town to consider
our proposal to secure this important property.

Hart Perry was a resident of North Stonington for many years and one of the most influential
people in rowing in the United States. Hart passed away a few years ago but not before leaving
an indelible mark on the sport. Hart was a rower, coach, promoter, and advocate for the sport
and helped start many of our area’s youth rowing programs. Up until his death in 2011, Hart
devoted his life to the sport of rowing, from raising money for the United States National
Rowing Team, founding the Rowing Hall Of Fame at the Mystic Seaport, to starting the New
England Interscholastic Rowing Championships; Hart was involved in every aspect of Crew.

The Boathouse would serve as permanent home for the Stonington High School Crew, but would
also be a community boathouse with space for masters rowing, club programs and disabled
rowing programs. It would have a combination of indoor and outdoor storage of shells and
equipment. Additional racks/Storage would incorporated for other activates including kayaking,
paddle boarding and canoeing.

A new boathouse would open many opportunities for the community, enabling:

. A permanent home for the Stonington High School Crew

. Inside storage for the valuable shells, oars, ergometers, equipment and privately
owned boats

. Indoor workout space

. A spectator vantage point for viewing regattas

. It would give Stonington Parks and Recreation a facility to hold classes and have
events.

. Possible public restroom location

. Second floor Space for classroom, banquet, and town functions

. Bus stop / siding north of Mystic Seaport

It is FOSC’s belief we can fundraise for the construction of this building and the dock. Like our
equipment, we would then sell it to the town for a nominal amount and the town would own,
insure, and manage the property. FOSC would want to have access to the basement level for
storage of the equipment required for their programs and would contribute to the overhead on
an ongoing basis.
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