
 

 

Stonington Harbor Management Commission 

 Stonington Police Department Community Meeting Room 

173 Broad Street, Pawcatuck, CT 06379 

 

October 10, 2023 

 Minutes by Katrina Bercaw, Recording Secretary   

1. Call to Order: Chairman Spalding called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Street Stonington 

Borough municipal building. 

 

Attending: Chairman Jay Spalding, Vice Chairman Jesse Diggs, Treasurer Sherm Crites, 

Commissioners Melanie Degler, Bruce MacKinnon, Tori Gimple, Joseph Williams, Harbormaster Eric 

Donch, and Recording Secretary Katrina Bercaw 

Not in Attendance: Stathis Manousos, Caleb Rose, Edward Smith, Deputy Harbormaster Ethan Palmer 

Guests:   none 

2. Minutes:   

The Minutes of the September 11, 2023, meeting were reviewed. Commissioner Degler made a motion to 

approve the minutes; Commissioner Crites seconded the motion. After review of the action items, no further 

discussion occurred. Motion passed with all in favor.  

 

Action Items remaining open: none 

3. Public Comment:  

 none 

4. Correspondence:  

● In Jurisdiction:  

■ 258 Palmer Neck Road Notice of non-compliance resolved  

● Out of Jurisdiction:  

■ The Pawcatuck River Harbor Management Commission will meet on November 13 at 5 

p.m. at the Stonington Police Station.  

5. Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Crites 

Attached report was reviewed. Commissioner MacKinnon made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as 

presented. Commissioner Diggs seconded the motion. No further discussion, all in favor, motion was approved. 

 

6. Harbormaster’s Report:  

The Harbormaster’s Report was reviewed and is attached to these minutes. Discussed an abandoned 

unregistered 24-foot boat Freya. Harbormaster will send a certified notification with a November 1 deadline. 

Commissioner Diggs made a motion to take possession of the vessel if it is not removed by November 1, and to 

allocate up to $5000 to pay for removal and disposal. Commissioner Crites seconded the motion, which passed 

with all in favor.  

 

An abandoned inflatable at the dinghy dock will be removed and disposed of.  
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Deputy Harbormaster Palmer has agreed to transport personnel between the fireworks barge and the Mystic 

Seaport Museum docks on October 14 before and after the fireworks. The fireworks are in honor of the Mystic 

Aquarium’s 50th anniversary.  

 

ACTION ITEM #1: Harbormaster Donch searched the area that Mr. Woodward described last month, but 

identified no obstructions. The Harbormaster will offer to take Brent Woodward out to further search for the 

reported rock or obstruction. 

 

Commissioner Degler made a motion to reimburse the harbormaster for USCG license fees including those for a 

towing endorsement. Commissioner MacKinnon seconded the motion. All in favor, motion was approved. 

 

Commissioner Diggs made a motion to approve the Harbormaster’s Report as presented. Commissioner Crites 

seconded the motion. No further discussion, all in favor, motion was approved.  

 

7. Online Mooring Update: Commissioner Degler reviewed details in the report, which is attached. The 

mooring wait list renewals were sent out last month with a 30-day renewal deadline. Wait list renewals are 

coming in. Assignments of approximately 23 moorings will be made in the next month, effective next year.   

 

8. Old Business: 

A. East Side Inner Breakwater Project Update: The Town will be submitting a COP permit request 

to the DEEP. Commissioner Gimple will contact Stantec regarding updating the document. She is also 

in touch with the Climate Change Resiliency committee.  

 

B. Transient Dockage for short-term visitors and dinghy space: The working group consisting of 

Commissioners Williams, Crites, and MacKinnon reported that research continues toward making a 

short list of possible locations. Conversations have been positive.  

C. Transient Anchorage marking:  Commissioner MacKinnon provided a report on buoy options, 

which is attached to these minutes. Anticipate adding six buoys to clarify the transient anchorage area.  

ACTION ITEM #2: Harbormaster Donch will update the permit, which includes the number of buoys.   

9. New Business:    

A. Discussed exploring possible permit change request for No Wake Zone to Breakwater to Point, 

rather than Breakwater to Breakwater by next year.   

 

ACTION ITEM #3: Commissioner Degler will contact the Selectmen’s Office regarding a recommendation 

regarding the maximum number of meetings missed. 

 

10. Adjournment: Chairman Spalding adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m. 

 

 

Approved:  _________________________________________________ Date: _13 Nov 2023_____   
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Attachments:   

● Treasurer’s Report  

● Harbormaster’s Report 

● OLM Report 

● Quotation figures for buoys 
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TREASURER’s REPORT 
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Harbormaster Report  

  
  

 October 10, 2023 

  

 Deposits to SHMC account since last report: $100 2023 YTD=$52,350 

  

 Previously identified approx 24’ sailboat “Freya”, owner has been contacted. Email 

 communication has been established, but owner is never fast to reply. 

 Set a second anchor, supplied by Dodson, for heavy weather. Removed anchor after storms. 

 Latest reply is that he will be out of the harbor by the end of the month. 

  

 One apparently abandoned inflatable remains at the dinghy dock. Still trying to track via 

 registration (expired) and HIN. 

  

 Harbormaster Boat 

 No issues to report 

   
Respectfully Submitted,  

  
Eric Donch  
Stonington Harbormaster  
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7 
 

 
 

 


