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The EDC’s mission is to

advance the Town’s

economic prosperity; foster
equitable and sustainable
growth; and champion a

thriving community.

Town of Stonington

Economic Development Commission
152 Elm Street
Stonington, Connecticut 06378

MINUTES
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 10th, 2023, 6:00 pm
SPS District Office — Room 103, 40 Field St, Pawcatuck, CT

Attending: EDC: Kevin Bowdler, Hannah Cedermark, Don Fiore, Suzanne Lane,
Stephen Bessette, Sarah Welch, Chris Smith, Charles Clew, Elsie Bisset; DoP: Susan
Cullen. About 20 members of the public.

1) The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm

2) Motion was made to approve the minutes of: September 12th Regular meeting.
Motion: KB, Second SW, All in Favor

3) New Business

a) A motion was made by EB to hold regular EDC meetings on the 3™ Tuesday of
each month in 2024 at 6 pm in Room 103 of the SPS District Office. Second, CG. All
in Favor

b) SB led a discussion about the feasibility study that is open for public comment re
the extension of Shoreline East from New London to Westerly. This idea has been
on the table for many years. It would provide a commuter rail option for residents
and workers and give tourists another transportation option at possibly lower cost.
Concerns were expressed about the cost of the project versus its benefits and that
current trends are seeing declining rail travel. A motion was made to write a letter
of support to CT DOT by SB. Second KB, 8 Yays, 1 No. SB will write the letter.

c) HCled a discussion about the affordable housing project slated for the Rosalini’s
property on Liberty St. An overview of 8-30g was provided along with the need and
benefits of affordable housing and how it aligns with the EDC mission of advocating
for economic prosperity and championing a thriving community. HC talked about
the proposed 8-30g housing moratorium that is being considered by the Housing
Opportunities Commission. This project will not be impacted by any moratorium
which will take a long time to process. Concerns were expressed about the density,
lack of green space, placement of storm water drains under the road and that the
property sits on an important aquifer. A motion was made by KB to close the
Commissions discussion and move the public comment agenda forward. Second
HC, All in Favor

Public Comment

1. Deb Downie, 5 Back Acre Way-Opposed. Here speaking on her own accord, not
as Selectman. Supports housing that’s affordable but does not support this
development as presented as too dense, traffic study flawed, is an EPA sole source
aquifer, needs recharge area.

Economic Development Commission Page 1



d)

f)

2. Michael Spellman, 160 W Broad St-Opposed. He’s the town planner in Hopkinton, RI.
Opposes CT statute 8-30g, development is too dense for the site, traffic study is flawed and the
aquifer is important.

3. Harry Clarke, 11 Antionette St-Opposed. He's a civil engineer and states there are safety
issues: not enough parking on the site, no visitor parking, the front door steps drop into road
and no recreation area.

4. Alecia Geroulo, 23 Russell St-Opposed. Traffic study doesn’t address the other streets near
the development, no recreation area or green space on proposed site plans.

5. Kerry Clarke, 11 Antionette St-Opposed. Safety issues with homeless area in the woods
behind the development is threat to children.

6. Tom Geroulo, 23 Russell St-Opposed. Plans call for too dense development, developer pays
taxes in Florida, traffic flow not safe with a proposed hotel 1000’ away.

7. Leslie Driscoll, 59 Williams St-Opposed. She’s on Architectural Review Committee states the
alleys are 20’ between the units which is a safety concern, too dense and no room for green
areas. No egress.

8. Mark Tedeschi, 8 Lindsey Ln-Opposed. Large incidents of crime in dense housing and needs
recreation area, opposed to 8-30g mandate. Seawater could contaminate water.

9. Faye Falise, 135 Liberty St-Opposed. She agrees with what others have stated.

10. Susan Antellora,or Andaloro 9 Antionette St-Opposed. Traffic issues with cars lined up at W
Vine School, homeless area in woods behind the site, poor planning inappropriate site for this
development. Not kid friendly.

11. Laura Graham, 2 Moss St-Opposed. Candidate for first selectman, disagrees with 830-G
which is imposed by the state. In our town there would have to be 20, 100 unit buildings for
there to be a total of 10% affordable income units here. The site would be suitable for
economic development business uses. Wants development that won’t impact the aquifer.

12. Michael and Tina Murphy, 1 Glasco Rd-Opposed. Agree with what others have said.

13. Cindy Curioso, 25 Glasco Rd-Opposed. Agrees with what others have said.

Motion to close Public Comments: Motion by KB, second SB, All in favor.

New Business — Cont’d

Susan Cullen explained the good progress and benefits that Stonington continues to make
through the Sustainable CT project. Stonington has maintained it’s Bronze rating for three
consecutive years. Benefits include grants for community gardens, reduced energy consumption
and best in class textile recycling and compost collection.

SC and EB provided an update on the formation of the Cultural District Commission which was a
project initiated by EDC two years ago. The twelve-member commission met for the first time in
September.

Other New Business. SW suggested a project around support for Stonington Residents who work
from home. Ideas were discussed for a get-together, identifying who they are and how many
could be done via the Chambers and a poll on a Stonington1649 eblast. SW and SB will add this
to the project list and it can be discussed at a future meeting.

4. Old Business:
The Commission updated the project list attached before the meeting and due to time constraints, it
was agreed to accept the updates as presented. See updates in red on the attached project status

report.

Susan Cullen provided an update on the following projects she is working on the Route 1 sidewalk

project.
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The POCD re-write process has begun and it is critical that EDC members attend these meetings. CS and

CG expressed interest in joining with VA who is the EDC’s representative for POCD. KB will advise EDC
members when the meetings are occurring.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Bowdler
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