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Flood Insurance Facts

Most homeowners policies do not cover flooding.

You can buy flood insurance no matter what your flood
risk Is and If property was previously flooded.

Flood Insurance is available for renters and condos.

Flood insurance Is available through private insurance
companies and agents.

Federal disaster assistance is only available if the
President declares a disaster.
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Headlines S SN

from the Past [ERCH G"“Ea’f Fl@“d of 1 1936

THE GREAT CONNECTICUT
RIVER FLOOD OF 1936

To this day the great flood of 1936
remains as the highest flood of
record for the Connecticut River.
Caused by a rapid snowmelt
combined with heavy rains, the great
flood of March 1936 caused

widespread damage throughout the
Connecticut River valley.

This headline from The Hartford Times e b
shows the State Capitol surrounded s s SRR e e
by flood waters on March 25, 1936. " = : S
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Background of the NFIP

 National Flood Insurance Act of 1968
— Established the NFIP
— Required mapping of flood-prone areas

— Made flood insurance available in communities that meet
floodplain management requirements

 Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973

— Mandated purchase of flood insurance for insurable structures
within flood-prone areas as condition of loan from federally-
Insured banks and lenders

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency % ‘;
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Organizational Structure

Roles & Responsibilities

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA)

Sets Policy & Establishes Regulatory Standards for Floodplain Management and
Insurance Aspects of NFIP, Develops the Flood Maps and Studies, Provides
Mitigation Grants, Disaster Response & Recovery, Training for State & Local
Officials, and Assesses Community Compliance with the NFIP

STATE OF CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY
DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
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Roles & Responsibilities
« State of Connecticut (CTDEP)

— Provide technical and specialized assistance to local governments,
design professionals and the public

— Review floodplain ordinances or regulations adopted by the
communities for minimum NFIP compliance

— Provide financial assistance to communities through hazard mitigation
grants

— Conduct training workshops for professionals and local officials on
NFIP issues

— Conduct community visits on a periodic basis to determine NFIP
compliance

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency % ‘;
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Roles & Responsibilities

e Local Community

— Adopt & enforce a floodplain management ordinance or
regulation that meets or exceeds the minimum NFIP
standards

— Assign an individual the responsibility for the floodplain
management program

— Inspect all development to assure compliance with the local
floodplain ordinance.
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"‘*!,.!J




Gina McCarthy,

commissioner |N THE 100 YEAR FLOOL

Regulations

T O p arti Ci p at e i n th e N F I P ’ a 3 REQUIRED FOR ORDINANCES, mccimm /DED iciu L-um'.a_j_\l

community must include and B v

thorization

In Section 7-148 (c)(

enforce 100-year floodplain e e B

governing bodvl of [Name of Community] , Connecticut. does ordain as mIJn-n

management requirements in 4y g

The flood
results in loss

= ermmental services, ett':mrd\‘u pub'
local ordinances and s T
flood losses are caused by the cumulati

- 'y feg: 0
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Permits

Local municipality
enforces the
federal NFIP

regulations
through the local
zoning and
building permit
Process.
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What is the 100-Year Floodplain?
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NFIP Definitions

FIRM - Flood Insurance Rate Map

A Zone - Special flood hazard area subject to 1% or
greater chance of flooding in any given year. Also called
the 100-year floodplain. (A, AE, A1-30, AH, AO)

V Zone - Coastal high hazard area subject to flooding &
wave action (velocity). (V, VE, V1-30)

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) - flood elevation having a
1% chance of being equaled or exceeded In any given
year. Also called the 100-year flood.

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency kJ
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Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)

FIRM - 100-year floodplains are
shown in dark gray and are : o
designated A, AE, A1-30, AO, AH, B /

AREA NOT INCLUDED

V, VE, V1-30.

Floodway - The floodway is the 1
channel of the river and any
adjacent land needed to discharge II
the base flood (100-year flood

event). Itis a gray hatched area

on the FIRM. No development or
encroachments are allowed in the
regulatory floodway.
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W B

WATERS COUNTY
AREA NOT INCLUDED

&

ZONEA

OF DETAILED STUDY

ZONE AE
(EL 8)
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FIRM - A Zones

AE zones have stated base
flood elevations (BFE). 2 A 2ONE A

LIMIT OF
DETAILED

Un-numbered A Zones are

established by approximate S
methods - usually based on 10’ [JRGHE»
contour interval topographic

mapping with little or no field

surveying. Unnumbered A-

Zones were intended for areas

where little development

pressure was anticipated.
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FIRM -V Zones

V Zones (velocity zone) are located
directly along the coast and are subject
to both flooding and wave action.

ZONE AE._
(EL 8) *
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ZONE AE
IEL 8)
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A-ZONE Residential Requirements

3% New and substantially improved residential structures must have the
lowest floor, including the basement, elevated at or above the BFE.

% In A zones, the lowest floor Is measured at the top of the floor.

sk Fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor must have the required
permanent openings (flood vents) to allow for the automatic entry and
exit of flood water. These areas must be unfinished and useable solely
for parking, building access and limited storage. If the area meets these
requirements, this floor is not considered the building’s lowest floor.

k& Un-numbered A Zones must meet the same elevation requirements and

the property owner must establish BFE.
December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency k
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Elevated Residential
Structures In A-Zones

Lowest floor must be elevated at or above BFE

I
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A-Zone Fully Enclosed
Areas Below the BFE

At Least One
Side at Grade

AREA BELOW

2) Building Access
3) Limited Storage
of un- msured items.

No greater than 12”from
sill to grade.
lood Water Openings
* No fewer than two openings on adjaciant or
opposing walls.
®* No less than 1 in2opening area per 1.0.f
area.
* Openings may be covered\with plexi-gls
can break aws /ing ina doutto allow
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A-ZONE Commercial Requirements




Crawl Space Policy
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Crawl Spaces may not exceed 5.0 feet from
ground to bottom of first floor. Crawl spaces that
exceed 5.0 feet, must be filled.
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Feet

20 Coastal 100 Year Floodplain

18
16

B.F.E. = Wave Crest

Frontal }v
Wind & Wave Forces mlly

Dune

Primary

!
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1. Bottom of lowest horizontal supporting
member must be above B.F.E.

2. The Building must be certified to withstand
wind and water forces.

3. Break-A-Way Panels are required below
B.F.E.

4. Human alteration of dunes is
prohibited

5. Area below B.F.E. can only be used for
parking and limited storage (no utilities).

6. Fill may not be used for structural support.
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Substantial Improvement

Any reconstruction,
rehabilitation,
addition or other
Improvement of a
structure, the cost of
which equals or
exceeds 50% of the
market value of the
structure before the
“start of
construction” of the .
improvement. Federal Emergency Management Agency NJ
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Variances

% A variance Is a grant of relief by a community from the
terms of a land use, zoning or building code regulation.

% A variance must pertain only to the land, not to any
structure, its inhabitants or owners. Characteristics should
be unigue to the property and not shared by adjacent
parcels. Financial hardship is not a reason for granting a
variance.

% The granting of a variance is a local decision, not a
FEMA decision. Granting too many variances can have
repercussions for the community (suspension or probation
from the NFIP).

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency
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ACCESSORY STRUCTURES: USE CRITERIA FOR FULLY ENCLOSED AREA BELOW B.F.E.

1) 2 Openings, no more than 1 foot above 3) No utilities or finished materials below BFE.
lowest grade.

2) Size of openings: Sum of area of openings 4) Used only for parking, access to upper floors,
must be 1 Inch? per 1 foot? of floor space. and limited (un-insured) storage.
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|_etters of Map Change (LOMC)

e LOMA - Letter of Map Amendment

— FEMA Form MT-EZ single lot or structure, no fee, FIRM,
Elevation Certificate, Assessor’s Map

e LOMR-F - Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill
— Home was built on fill, same as above, fee $400

e | ODR - Letter of Determination Review
— Flood Hazard Determination Review
— FEMA Form 81-93, $80 fee, FIRM, Assessor’s Map

— Must be signed by borrower & lender, and postmarked no later
than 45 days following the date the lender notified the borrower,

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency | kJ
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CT Flood Insurance Policy Info

NATIONATL F1.OOD INSURANCE PROGRAM POIICIes In Force _

X ToTAL NUMBER OF POLICIES IN FORCE 33,787

A5 OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2001

Insurance in Force
= $6,809,624,600

Written Premium =
$27,006,529

Claims 1/1/78-9/30/06
= $107,308,101

Total number of
losses = 14,196
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Flood Insurance Rates iIn CT

Cost of flood insurance highest in U.S.
Average premium $800/year
Inland $600-$800/year

Coastal $800-1200/year

Cost depends on: A vs. V zone, basement,
elevation compared to BFE, Pre vs. Post FIRM
construction or any mitigation projects

Y DL
T
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Flood Insurance Town of Stonington

Number of Policies = 888

A Zone=705 V Zone=53 B, C, XZone =130
Residential = 790 Commercial=98

Insurance in Force = $184,670,100

Number of Losses since 1978 =51

Paid Losses = $186,000
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Flood Insurance Borough of Stonington

Number of Policies = 291

A Zone=204 V Zone=59 B,C, XZone =28
Residential =272 Commercial=19

Insurance in Force = $70,125,600

Number of Losses since 1978 = 6

Paid Losses = $12,123

Y DL
T
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Community Rating System (CRS)

Both the Borough and Town of Stonington
participate in FEMA’s CRS program.

Voluntary program that recognizes floodplain
management practices above minimum.

Both are currently at Class 9, 5% discount.

Greater discounts = public information,
stricter zoning regulations, open space

Y DL
T

December 13, 2006 Federal Emergency Management Agency ;; ‘;
\.Q?"_..-..-




\ &/

'\W'/h
‘f:'”a ccamy,  |N THE 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN

Contact Information

Diane Ifkovic, Environmental Analyst 11
State NFIP Coordinator

CTDEP, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: (860) 424-3537

Fax: (860) 424-4075

Email: diane.ifkovic@po.state.ct.us

A M.
T \._
AR
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Questions and Answers

CTDEP Flood Management Program
(860) 424-3706

FEMA website: www.FEMA.gov

L My
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