March 30, 2016

The STEP Ad Hoc Committee held a special meeting on this date at the Stonington High School at 6:00
p.m. Present was First Selectman Rob Simmons, Don Maranell, Damren Stewart, Mike Crowley, Sandy
Grimes, Robin Hennessey, Gloria Gorby, Don Kluberdanz, Howard Park, Lynn Young, Bill Bomnster and
Robert Maurice, Absent were Jeff Callahan, David Quirk, David Rathbun and Paul Grassel. Alsg{gfesent

were members of the public and the press. NI 3]}3\]}? %}?loﬁl}\ 3
(1) Call te Order
" Mr. Simmons called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. ¢E:l Hd 9-Yd¥ 91
(2) Pledge of Allegiance ) i  13*NCLDNINOLS

(3) Approval of the Minutes 040034 ¥o4 03AI333Y
A motion was made by Mr. Park, seconded @Garaneﬂ and voted unanimously to

approve the March 16, 2016 STEP Ad Hoc Comim g minutes. :

(4) Correspondence k

¢ Mr Simmons took in corresponden

for the final analysm

. Mr Simmons took in ¢ rrespondence'ﬁ‘ﬁtg ng’ﬁa Bomster staﬁhg-,that the property

“Q u'-.?-»,

inal state ﬁq\‘ddgs allowed uniess leashed with an open

gate.
(5) Discussion of Report:

a. Presentatl

¢ d the follong Callahan Amendment At the request of the

tistated that Dog owners or custodians of dogs are responsible for the
tion and proper disposal of any feces discharged by their dogs. A

placed’baskets down there. Mr. Grimes stated that it has always been that way.

He stated that it is one of the 4 rules made by the Waterfront Commission, The

vote was unanimous in favor of adding the amendment.

e A motion was made by Mr. Grimes, seconded by Mr. Maranell and voted
unanimously to allow the Planning Staff of the Town of Stonington to make
editorial changes and corrections to the final draf} that conforms the grammar and
spelling but not the substance of the report.

e Mr. Simmons read the following Grimes Amendment: At the request of the

Chairman of the Waterfront Commission, I will entertain a motion to delete







Section 1.c. on page 4 of the report. A motion was made by Mr. Maranell and
seconded by Mr. Park to delete that section, Discussion: Mr. Grimes stated that
the Waterfront Commission and the Recreation Commission could come into a
conflict. Mr. Maranell stated that the Committee should stay silent on what
commission would be the oversight authority and let the Board of Selectmen
dealt with it. The vote was unanimous in favor of deleting that section.

Mr. Simmons read the following Stewart Amendment: At the request of the
Chief of Police, I will entertain a motion to add the Human Scrvices Site 4 to
Section 2.c. on page 4 of the report. A motion was made by Chief Stewart and
seconded by Ms. Young to add that parcel to the report. Discussion: Chief
Stewart stated that his rationale for wanting to add that parcel is that is the same
size as the STEP parcel and there would be no conflict between the Waterfront
Commission and the Recreation Commission. Mr. Maranell stated that he was
initially opposed to it but if they look at it and it works he would be in support of
it. Mr. Crowley stated that as a rec guy he is not in support of having it there. IHe
stated that it should remain as open space for future school buildings. The vote
was 9-2 in favor of adding the Human Services Site 4 to Section 2.c. on page 4 of
the report.

Mr. Maranell asked to change the age of the dog owners from 18 to 12. A
motion was made by Mr. Maranell and seconded by Mr. Park to change the age
from 18 to 12. Mrs. Gorby stated that she would like the age to be 15. She stated
it is a more responsible age. The vote was 10-1 in favor of changing the age from
18 to 12,

Mr, Maranell stated that for safety reasons no whole dogs or dogs in heat should
be allowed in the park. A motion was made by Mr. Park, seconded by Mrs.
Young and voted unanimously to add this language to the analysis.

Mr. Maranell stated that he doesn’t believe that children 48 inches or smaller or
babies or babies in strollers in unleased arcas. A motion was made by Mr.
Maranell, seconded by Mrs. Young and voted enanimously to add this language
to the analysis.

A motion was made by Mr. Maranell, seconded by Ms. Young and voted
unanimously to strike the following language on page 22 under Management:
The Stonington Recreation Commission will make decisions regarding
enforcement and application of penalties.

A motion was made by Mr. Maranell, seconded by Mr., Park and voted
unanimously to add the Old Mystic site to be added to Section 2.c. on page 4 of
the report.

A motion was made by Mr. Park and seconded by Mr. Bomster to move the final
passage of the Analysis to the Board of Selectmen. Discussion: Mrs. Young
stated that by not having a second site it’s not going to satisfy the plaintiffs. She
stated that they are making the situation worse by not having a second site.

Mr, Simmons stated that by sending the Analysis to the Board of Selectmen it is
not the end of the process just the end of this process. Mr, Grimes as if the
Selectmen would consider putting a line across the 140 foot line. He stated that it







would still provide a buffer from the properties. Mr, Maranell stated that it is a
process and they should let the staff look at where the fence should be.
(6) Comments from the Public
None
(7) Adjourn
There being no further business to come before this Committee, the mecting was
adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

Kiristine Bell
Recording Secretary
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I 2015;the Town of Stonington recelved notice that' mtent to.submita lawsuit wasfiled in'response to
concerns regarding the:use of property at 1 High Stréet: a property jocated in the Stonington Borough'
nmghborhood of the Town. The lawsuit: aileges that the Town is uperatmg an “illegal dog park,” at these
premises. Thay contend that the Town Is required te secure approvals fromithe Borough Planning-and
Zoning:.Commissionto conduct such use, o

In the past, Stonington’s Waterfront Commission has been the !ead agency responsible for the
‘managsment:of this parcel. In September of 2015, they created.a series of rules to manage the space:
*  Dogs should be leashed upon entefing and exiting the park.

»  Residents shold clearrup after their dogs and keep the parkclean,

» Park patrons should be courteous to. everyone in and around the park.

«  Park patrons should parkin designated. areas only. -

Numerous newspaper articles refer'to the:space as an “unofficial:dog park,” which may be true. It
techmcally is-a parkifor which there have been no rules. establishied concerning roaming dogs. itis hot
uncommon:for property-owners to: indicate whether feashed dogs are authorized or not..[n-this case, it

is silent;
1H
The Sewer Treatment
Expansion Parcel {STEP)
. is: &.8-acre parcel of
APPROXIMATE EXTENTS i towni-owned land
OF CURRENT.PARK SPACE _ located at'1 High Street
S N in the Stonington
Borough village.

Uses on'the premises
include the Stonington
Barough Wastewater
Tredtiment Plant, the
commercial fishing
operation and park.
space. The'park space in
‘guestion is highlighted -

Purpose :
This report intends to provide background Information to the Cammit_tee-,_:to--pres:e-nt various options
and-enable them to make an informed decision.
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What is a Park? !
Anarea of land, usually.in a largely-natural state, for the enjoyment of the. pubhc, having facilities-for
Fest afid récraation; often owned, set apatt; and managedby a city, state, or nation.

dictionary.refarence.com/browse/park
What‘"i-s :a3Do‘g P'a'rk'?-‘

whach are establlshed to curtasl mlsuse of the public spac:e Ma ny rules prevent degs particularfy off-
leash dogs, from using the park because of concerns:about liability, and pet waste {most oftencited
'reason) Ih.communities across the:U.S,, people have requested formal places for their pets to recreate,
off-leash. Dog Parks are parks jt‘hat__specmcall_y allow dogs to use the:space off-leash,

The Aroerican Kennel Club: (AKC) describesitas “a public park; typically fenced, where people and their
dogs can play together " ake.ore/pdfs/ GLEGOL pelf

‘Why do Dog Parlds exist?

Changes:in consuimer preferencesand needs: Dogs-have become an integral part of American.
households;

s In2014; $58 billion was spentin the U.S. on pets, tompared to:$17 billion 20 years earlier (527

milliein adjisted for fflation).*
& There:drean astimated 73 miillion’ dogs int the U.$,, and mare U.S; households with:dogs {43 million)
‘than children (38 million)*
52% of all U.S. households have a dog orcat.’

Ameréianpelproducis.org

usatoday30usatoday com/fnews/nation/story/2001-12: 07/clcgrparks/517‘l 5340/1

petfooclmdustry com/articles/5049-baby-boomers-step-aside-millennizgls-now-own-more-pets

G nd e @

Dogs Parks in'Eastern Connecticut

The following dog parks:are located in éastern Connecticut:

o Estelle: Cohin Memorial (Pawsitiue) Dog Park; Asylym Street, Norwich:
Csty~owned park; wianaged by City of Norwich Department of Public Works'

o Central Bark, Copp- Property, 821 Gold:Star Highway (Route 184),Groton
Towin-owhed park; managed by Groton Parks.and Recreation

o Mttche]l EJ Phalah Dog Park, Killingly EST 2013

o Stmage:r Fatm Park,. Clark Lane; Waterford
Town-owned park ‘
& Colchester Dog Park; 89:0ld Amston Road, Colchester
Colchester Dog Park Committee (Cornmittee of the:Parks and Recreation Commission) and
Colchester Parks and Recreation Department
o Putnam Lions Memorial Dog Park, 8 Kennedy Drive, Putnam
Towin-owned park; Mahaged by the town of Putham Parks and Recreation Department

DOG PARK AMALYSIS | MARCH 74, 2016 | PAGE2:




Land Use Observatmns

. The BUI’OUgh'S Zomng Regulatlons (BZ e the ’ifiéd‘:'sa'_n_;Rl__rf‘_Reserved.Land”‘
Zone, whose purpose s to “provide which thay require i

to serve the pubhc weifare " Pubii' the purview uotic
tted Principal Uses, Public

. it is our understandfng that the WPCF sl c mponents; were tdeveloped as
75, per the Wastewater
rk/ reserve fand) prior to the
should make the activity exempt,
would not be required because
permitted use”).

. The regulatlon of the use of permitted publica parks; is established by the Io¢al
governing body / agency that has owraershtp of the property (in ‘this case the Town of Stonmgton)
v Auséthat is intensified does not makeita new use;: rather it makes it “more” of an existing:use.

Famhtles Study. Thss estabﬁshed the use
ado_pthn_of zanmg it the _B_a_ rough (Zom

Property: Oversight

There are several mumc:pal agencles that have some level of jur:sdicttan overthis property. Upon
further review, it appears that the Board of Selectmen have jurisdiction. Aninitial assessment indicated
that the Waterfront Commission has }urlsdicnon Apparently, their jurisdiction has to.be assigned ona.
site-by-site basis.by the Selectmen or legislative body-(town megtang)_

Per Section 2 of the Stonington Act regarding Waterfront Cornimission, adopted.i in June of 1968, the
Waterfronit: Commsssn@n Has administrative respensibillty for' waterfront areas designated by the.

Selectmén orthe 1egislatwe body::

The W'ater-"Po_I_ilitIUh -Co'n'trio'ifAUtﬁfOri,ty ‘clearly h’as;jUrisdii:tion over the water pollution control-facility
and its immediate environs; which are enclosed within a fenced invarea,

“The Board of Selectmen are respansible for town properties, in general, except when they transfer that
responsibility 1o another agency in‘accordance with the Town Charter and Ordinances.

DOGPARKANALYSIS | MIARCH 24, 2016 | PAGE 3




COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee forwatis the following recommenidations to'the Stonington Board of Selectmen:

ALTERNATIVES ANALYS

As part of this process, the'Committee. conducted arn altéfnatives analysis. Each option hiag elements
‘thatarefavofable: (pm nd negative {con)asto why they should be the chosen solution: The following

pages: evaluate the vatioug.options for this tepic:

e

DOG PARKCANALYSIS | MARCH 24, 2018 | PAGES




_Nothingff_sgena_rlo wo_u}d-resuit.m the _continuatlon of the s_ta.’:u_s_qua wi_th. _no_cha,nge; to _t_he fﬂclhtv
tayout, location of rules of opefation.

APPROXIMATE EXTENTS
OF CURRENT PARK SPACE

BOG PARKANALYSIS | MARCH 24; 2016 | PAGES




Modifications range from new regulations E’c’cfc_'imnging the size of the off leash park space.

10 Modify regulations
‘The Town could institute more stringent regulations for this faclity. The current level of regulation is
depicted below. Parks are not required to be regulated. Potenitial regulations are provided on page 22 of

this repart.

“No feash reguirement;
No'park rules

| Least Regtilated

DOG PARK ANALYSIS:| MARCH 24, 2016} PAGE 6




adjacent reSIdences that ranges fre
fsquare feet :

APPROXIMATE EXTENTS Of
CURRENT OFF LEASH AREA

PROPOSED SMALLER
OFF LEASH AREA

DOG PARK ANALYSIS: | MARCH 24; 2046 | PAGET




EP Site Assessment

DOG PARK AMALYSIS | MARCH 24, 2016 [ PAGES:
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Site 1

S$ITE.OVERVIEW

West Vine Street School
17 West Vine Street

DOGPARK AMALYSIS | MARCH 24, 2018 | PAGE 10




I Site Is not very visible which would lessen agsthetic concerris

Potentialsite; School conflict?  ~

DOG PARK ANALYSIS | MARCH 24, 2016 | PAGE L1




Pawcatuck Wastewater Treatment Plant
34 Mary Hall Road

DOG PARKANALYSTS | MIARCH
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Site’3 Spellman Drive Recreation Area
" 176:South Broad Street

DOGPARK,

NALYSIS | MARGH 24, 2016 | PAGE 14
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Site 4 Human Services |
176'South Broad Street _ o

SITE OVERVIEW | o

POG PARK ANALYSI

| MARCH 24, 2016 | PAGE 16:




None

Some lighting is present
None o

Turman Serviges building is adjacent

| "Yes

one

None
Site is visible framU.S. Route 1

Site has been dismissed by the commitiee

DOG PARK ANALYSIS | MIARCH 24, 2016 | PAGE17




Site 5 Dog Pound / Transfer Station
151 Greenhaven Road

SITE OVERVIEW

W H

5y
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Site 6. 0ld Mystic Elementary School
49 North Stonington Road

SITE OVERVIEW

DOG PARICANALYSIS | MARGH 24, 2016'] PAGE 20




DOG PARK ANALYSIS | MIARGH 24, 2016 | PAGE 21




RULES AND RULE ENFORCEMENT
Asd sta rﬁrj‘g‘_ polnt; here aresome of the rulés and regulations 3f5‘r.cbﬁ:§id'eratibn:

SAFETY
» There should be adequats fences that:dogs:cannot dig under or jump over
¢ There should be adequate parking:so that dog.owners can drive to the dog park-and park theircars
in the parking area, as.0pposed to walkmg large numbers.of dogs on-nearby streets, and taking: up
precioys parking spaCes required by the residents
'+ There should be at least’ two gates, 50 thata d,qg rushing throughthe first ca nnotﬁ'get:p'asr the
second ' '
*  Every:owner must possess:a leash upon the person of the ewner (for taking the dog to-and from the
carorthe park) '
K2 Dogs torEmainon: leash at-all times; coming to and from dog rin
* Every dog must be-current on Itsvaccinations
o Alldogsmustwear-acollar, butnio: c_h_oke or splke collars are allowed

COMMUNICATIONS
e Visible sighsshould establish. rules
* Usersshouid be advised that they will be using the park at their own risk (e £ ‘the risk of being

bitten; being knocked down, tripping)
 There Is-a prominently posted address for complaints, which will be reviewed in a timely manner

iMANAGEIVIENT:

Limited to two (2) dogs per person

Deg owners must be at least 18 years of age

Every: dog friyst dlsplay Tts licerse or registration tag (illegal dogs are-denied privileges in the park)
No dogishall be left unattended by itsowner

No:dogs aliowed that previously have bitten-or-injured a person or anottier: animal

Albviolations will be investigated and penalties imposed whien needed:

The Stanington Recreation Commission willmake decisions regarding enforcement and application
of penalties

o Establisti a fund fortax-deductible donations to be received and allocated to the park

E E ® s & 9. 0

‘OTHER IDEAS
The Committee review several ideas and.did not express-aninterest in pursuing them further, These
include:
‘e Requiring dog ownersto-have their drivers license on-them-when using the park
#  Requiiring:a user fee.
o Requiring professional dag walkers to registerto use the park:

DOG PARK SRALYSIS | MIARCH 24, 2006 | PAGE 22




INVENTORY OF TOWN SITES

17WVINEST

| WEST VINE STREET ScHOOL

WARGHST _

34 MARY HALL RD

| SEWER TREATMENT PLT — PAW

- CONNECTICUT AVE

| 176 BROADST

HIGH SCHOOL .

| 1665 BROAD ST

| HUMAN SERVICES BLDG

| 151 GREENHAVEN RD

olslc) P‘o_ur\jb

N STONINGTON RD

§ BROAD'ST _

"MEADOW RD

49N STONINGTONRD _

‘OLD MYSTIC ELEMENTARY SCH

| warcH st

131 W BROAD ST

WEST BROAD ST SCHOOL

W BROADST

MECHANICST

MECHANICST.

27 CHASE ST

PAW NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER

| 150 MECHANIC ST

| PROSPECT ST

MEGHANICST

MECHANIC ST

RIVERRD

| S4TRUMBULLSTP |

RIVERRD.

| RIVERRD

PUNP STATION

| RIVERSIDE DR _

RIVERSIDE DR

SCHILLER AVE.

SQH[LLER-AVE.

| SCHILLER AVE

_BRUCKER PTWY.

 PAWCATUCK AVE

- FOOTE ST

1 FOOTEST

| PAWCATUCK AVE:

A0 FIEED ST

PAWIR HIGHSCHOOL
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BURDICK LA

| WAINE ST

WHITE ROCKRD _

| ELM RIDGERD _

PEQUOTCT

| S BROAD ST

| 'S BROAD ST

| sBROADST.

_ | sewer

PAWCATUCKAVE _

EXTRUSION.DR

EXTRUSION:DR’

1735BROADST

HIGH RIDGE DR

2HIGHRIDGEDR |

1 HIGH RIDGE DR.

152 ELVI ST

EARMHOLME RD

| 289 NWATERST

1 PUNP STATION

ALPHAAVE

| MATHEWS 5T
| STONINGTON RD

| FLANDERSRD:

35 DEANS MILLRD

23 BITTERSWEET WAY.

| DEANS MICL SCHOOL

SROSELA

ROSE LA

 LINDBERGRD..

JERRY BROWNERD

"BACK AGRES WAY

- JERRY.BROWNERD

PEQUOTSEPOS RD

‘ zdnws}-'rzum AVE.

| MYSTIC IR HIGH SCHOOL. _

59 Hfrajwliﬁi‘mf)_:

SMAILST _

|26 HEWITTRD .

| PUMPING STATION.

[cLara bR

179 WHITEHALL AVE

| HALEYS WAY

| NEW LONDON TNPK

ALDENST
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| WILLOW ST _
BAYST
19HOLMESST __ -
10 BROADWAYAVE | BROADWAY HALL _
2 EDGEMONTST' .| MYSTIC SEWER TREATMENT PL_

E.;currER DR
| MARITIME DR

JA
JiE
.
.
ir=
p ]
oy
JE
=
3>;:
=
fR=
= 22 {12 =212

MARY HALLRD:

WHAT IS Q]‘FALKS _'F?E Com

‘Walk Score measures the-walkability of any address using a patentecf systém. For each address, Walk
Score ana!yzes hundreds 6f walking routes to nearby amenities, Points:are awarded based on the
distance to amenitiesineach category. Amenities within a 5 minute walk (.25 miles)-are given maximum
poi‘nts A 'd'ei:'ay"fUn'Gti'on i's used to gi’ve ‘pdin'tsto friore dista‘nf am‘e-nities, With no- p‘o"in'ts 'give'n'a:fter & '3‘0

metrlcs such as: btock Tength and mtersectuon denmty Data:sources: mciude Goegle, Edueatlon cor,
Open Street Map, the U:S:Census, Logaleze, and places added b_-y.the Walk Score tiser community.

90-100 « Walker's Paradise
' _ : Daily erra nds do not require acar

7089 Very Walkable _‘
| | Masterrands-canbe accomplished on foot
5069 | Somewhat Walkable
| Some.efrands can be accomplished orfoot

25-49 . Car-Dependent

Most errands require a car
0-24 . Car-Dependent

| Almost all errands require a car

walkscora.com]methodology shtml
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