Special Meeting

The 1541% meeting of the Town of Stonington’s Planning and Zoning Commission was held Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at
the Mystic Middle School, 204 Mistuxet Avenue, Mystic, CT. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Tamsky at
7:00pm. Also present for the meeting were Commissioners Frances Hoffman, Bob Mercer, John Prue, and Curtis Lynch;
Alternate Gardner Young, and Town Planner Keith Brynes. Alternates Shaun Saveoie and David Rathbun were absent.

Seated for the meeting were Frances Hoffman, Ben Tamsky, Bob Mercer, John Prue, and Curtis Lynch.
Public Hearing: 7:00pm

Per CT General Statutes Section 8-23(g)(5), Public Hearing for the adoption of the
Conservation and Development Final Draft.

Rob Simmons, Town of Stonington Second Selectman, thankeﬁ
subcommittee. Mr. Simmons spoke about the public hearings he“
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Tricia Walsh, President of the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce, expressed that their organization would like to
remove all references to village districts believing this would negatively impact commerce in the Town of Stonington.
They would also like to see additions regarding the promotion of economic development in the town. Mr. Lynch
explained the purpose of exploring village districts to facilitate owners restoring their properties to their historical
status,
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Lisa Konicki, Executive Director of the Greater Westerly Pawcatuck Area Chamber of Commerce, spoke regarding the
business community’s fear of village districts. Ms. Konicki stated that although it is well intentioned, it is poorly worded.
Ms. Konicki also stated issues with sandwich boards across both sides of the river.

Ed Hart, a resident of Taugwonk Road, expressed that he believes the board of selectmen should be tasked with the plan
of conservation and development and is disappointed with the amount of time it has taken to develop the plan. Mr.
Lynch responded that there will be an implementation committee so that this will continue to be an ongoing dialogue

going forward. i,i%‘\
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George Crouse, Stonington FirstSelectman, thanked the commission and reiterated that the board would like to see the
plan adopted with the recommendations rather than rejecting the plan. He also hopes this will continue to be a living
document that is further worked on in the future. Mr. Crouse also reiterated that this document will be advisory and
legislation will be vetted prior to implementation.

Blunt White, Chair of the Economic Development Commission, presented a document that summarizes the

recommendations from the EDC, highlighting the recommendations backed by the board of selectmen as well. Mr.
White began with recommended eliminations. Mr, Prue spoke regarding the Storm Water Committee and Utility
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speaking to the fact there will be a large cost associated moving forward. Ms. Hoffman also stated that this would be
worth considering due to the rising costs and need. Mr. White expressed concern with lack of knowledge in a volunteer
committee. Mr. White continued with recommended modifications. Mr. White finished with recommended additions.

The meeting recessed at 9:17 and reconvened at 9:23pm.

Sheila Lyons, spoke on behalf of the conservation commission, spoke regarding the history of the town and plan moving
forward regarding growth. Ms. Lyons expressed concern with the implementation commission and their abilities going
forward. Ms. Lyons reiterated support for the removal of village districts. She also e ,é“sed concern for increasing the
open space set aside. The commission supports many of the recommendations ffom the selectmen. They do not support
the specific wording regarding having a 100 plus employer develop in Stoning
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