Special Meeting

The 1542™ meeting of the Town of Stonington’s Planning and Zoning Commission was held Monday, May 4, 2015 at the
Mystic Middle School, 204 Mistuxet Avenue, Mystic, CT. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Tamsky at
7:00pm. Also present for the meeting were Commissioners Frances Hoffman, Bob Mercer, Curtis Lynch, and John Prue;
Alternates Gardner Young, Shaun Savoie, and David Rathbun, and Town Planner Keith Brynes.

Seated for the meeting were Frances Hoffman, Ben Tamsky, Bob Mercer, John Prue, and Curtis Lynch.
Commission Initiatives:

Mr. Prue mentioned adding discussion of the mean high water fine versus the coast‘é‘l
added to the agenda for the next regular meeting.

_'risdiction line. The item will be

Reports:
Administrative Review y
PZ06455UP & GPP Retail Store Construction Co., Inc. — Request 5-ye
Liberty Crossing project currently set to expire 8/21/15, Property/|

hat there are tenants interested currently
ged the applicant to resubmit an improved
val, Mr. Collier explained that the drainage

favor 5-0, motion approved.

Old Business 4
2015 Plan of Conservation x Zoning Commission will consider adoption of the 2015
r two years of work by Town agencies and residents and

t.decade and beyond. Public hearing closed 4/28/15.

ng wording to encourage homeowners to bring their homes up to town and
atiother places this is referenced toin the ptan for better wording Mr.

Prue is in agre
relevant. Mr. T:

mg of them as village drstrlcts, thus having agreement with State Statute
ow this would affect the NDD zone.

Public Hearing 7:37pm:
Ms. Hoffman read the call for public hearing.

Mr. Mercer recused himself.

Seated for the hearing were Frances Hoffman, Ben Tamsky, Shaun Savoie, John Prue, and Curtis Lynch.

PZ1508SUP Stephen F. Simoncini {Merrily G. Connery) — Special Use Permit Application for the conversion and adaptive
reuse of an approximately 1,9005F automobile service station to a 99-seat wine bar/café including a 30-seat outdoor

Y310 RMOL
PZC 5/4/15 page DotV 1 VIHIMAD

06:8 WY 21 AVHSI

13 "HOLIHINGLS
RRENRERIERSEREN




Special Meeting

patio, full service café liquor permit, parking, and landscaping. Property located at 30 Broadway Ave., Mystic. Assessor’s
Map 174 Block 18 Lot 10. Zone LS-5.

Bifl Sweeney, attorney for the applicant, introduced the application for a wine bar and café to be developed from the
former gas station. The applicant previously provided the commission with a pre-application workshop. The site is within
the flood hazard zone requiring the developer to design the proposal in order to keep the project costs below
substantial improvement. Mr. Sweeney stated that there are no plans for live entertainment or amplified music, and will
close by 11:00 pm. The plan has been approved by the Police Commission and CT DOT:has asked them to close an
existing curb cut, however, the applicant believes leaving it provides a better traffi flow.

Project architect, Chris Vernot, presented on the proposal, noting potential flood ¢ mage was low risk and providing an

count towards substantiat improvement.

Clint Brown, project engineer, presented the traffic/parking'fp‘
handicap spots. Mr. Brown presented an alternate plan if they W
Mr. Lynch questioned the proximity of the patio to vehicles. Mr. P
would remain.

Ken Lewis, administ
have been addresse

of Apple Rehab, stated that his previous concerns with noise, parking aesthetics, and longevity
he applicant; and will be a good place with easy access for the residents as well.

Tanimu Deleon-Nwaha spoke if¥support of the developers and their willingness to provide great establishments for the

community.

Thor Toryevsen, speaking on behalf of Pyramid Marketing, works with the developers and local businesses to draw
people into the area, and believes this will be a great addition.

Susan Simoncini stated that traffic entering and exiting from the driveway is safer than using Washington Street,

General Comments:
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Special Meeting

Mr. Brynes read correspondence from Denison Ave. resident Marilyn Citron regarding the need for more crosswalks.

Carlene Donnarummo questioned the outdoor furniture during the winter months, the use of planters for the buffers,
and feels the canopy should be removed.

Neighborhood resident Paul Sartor, spoke regarding traffic and is in agreement with the buffer and the fencing, and with
having the curb cut on Broadway Ave.

Rebuttal:
Mr, Sweeney stated that the barbed wire on the fence will be removed and st he outdoor furniture will be stored
offsite in the winter months. and the planters were proposed in order to minimize dist rbance ofthe site. The canopy

seconded by Ms. Hoffman. Following discussion of
Broadway, Mr. Prue amended his motion to remov
approved 4-1.

Roll Call: Prue - approve, Hoffman

Stipulations:
1. The Town’s maxi conspicuous location inside the restaurant.

irt of this application.

»@9

onees beyon

2.
3.
4

‘signs 1o be used by local farms. The application also increases the maximum area
re feet to 12 square feet.

are free standing, temp
of permanent farm signs f

Seated for the public hearing were Frances Hoffman, Ben Tamsky, Bob Mercer, Sean Savoie, and Curtis Lynch.
Mr. Brynes introduced the application regarding a regulation amendment to add seasonal farm signs to advertise goods
for sale and increase the square footage allowed for permanent agricultural signs, aiding local farms. The commission

discussed time limits for display of the signs and Ms. Hoffman guestioned the proposed 1,000ft distance between the
signs. Mr. Brynes recommended modifying 7.12.2.1 to allow this to the list of exceptions. Ms. Hoffman guestioned the
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Special Meeting

size of the change in the permanent signage. Mr. Lynch questioned whether the language of the signs could be dictated.
Mr. Brynes explained that the owner has the ability to dictate the language they deem best for their business. -

Public Comment in Favor:

Joel Valenti, speaking on behalf of the EDC, presented a letter to the commission. The Economic Development
Commission is highly in favor of the application and also asked that the commission look at sandwich board signs in
village areas for non-farming businesses.

General Comment:

David Rathbun spoke to clarify that the Connecticut Grown signs must be supp ted with hours and availability.

seasonal and temporary, farms that are extremely remote, and Iz
addressed the need for this specific signage for farms. Mr. Mercer.
7.12.2.1to allow 7.12.5.11 as an exception to the.

his motion to include a modification to
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