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November 25, 2014

The Stonington Board of Selectmen held a special meeting on this date at Stonington
Town Hall at 2:00 p.m. Present were First Selectman Edward Haberek, Selectman
George Crouse and Selectman Rob Simmons. Also present were members of the
public and press.

(1)  Call to Order
Mr. Haberek called the meeting to order at 2:06 p.m.
) Approval of the Minutes
* A motion was made by Mr. Haberek and &@%Qnded by Mr. Crouse to
approve the November 10, 2014 Board .6f Stlectmen special meeting
minutes.
» A motion was made by Mr. Habe ek < an

minutes.

(3) Comments from the Public
None

(4)  Correspondence

interest in serving on
(5) New Business

Street Number for Map

A motion :

Street N’ii;m@er for I
A motion wﬁf?nadeﬁ
f gogmmend’ :

Lp 25, Bloc¢
Habere and seconded by Mr. Crouse to approve

= %oke on behalf of his client, Toll Brothers. He

ineeris é firm said that a pipe that’s in Whitehall Pond across the
street waﬁig Eeutlet and it was then discovered by the Town Engineer that
it's an inlef. He stated that the folks who live on that property, Whitehall
Pond Condo, have experienced some flooding from the pond. Attorney
Williams also stated that the pond already receives stormwater from town
property, state property and other businesses. He stated that it was already
flooding and the town engineer put the brakes on Toll brothers completing
its subdivision at that time until that drainage situation could be worked
out. He stated they thought they had a solution in building retention ponds
on the property and Toll Brothers had volunteered to eliminate one of the
lots from the subdivision to do that but the Zoning Commission had some
concerns with that proposal and denied the application. Attorney Williams




stated that they have an appeal pending in Superior Court from that denial
and what they are pursing now is an effort to reach a compromise and
dispose of the lawsuit. He stated that Milone and MacBroom has designed
an engineering plan that would get rid of the retention basins, pipe the
stormwater under Rt. 27 into Whitehall Pond and then install a new larger
sized outlet pipe that would go from the pond to the Mystic River and in
doing so it will allow Toll Brothers to complete its subdivision. He further
stated that it will resolve the lawsuit and it will also take care of the
flooding that’s been plaguing Whitehall Pond Condo. Attorney Williams
stated that to be able to put that into place they’ve already had a
preliminary discussion with the Planning & ing Commission and they
are interested in us pursing that plan as g? ement. He stated that they
0 need to go through before
Tectmen is really the first one

they go to back zoning and the Boar
because a key quesnon is w

ko
y re asking the Bbard now is
system ouf to Mystlc Rwer

offsite system. He
if they build this ing

that yes, there aren’t any special mechanical structures,
gravity pipe fed system. Mr. Gruber stated that this is
orward stuff to understand and they feel very, very
this engineering system,

Mr. Haberef( stated that none of this is effective until Inland Wetlands,
Planning and Zoning, the Town Engineer and DEP find this satisfactory.
Mr. Simmons stated that the area south of Pequot Trail has generally been
wooded in the past and if they build out the complete subdivision of roads,
drainage, driveways, gutters on roof tops it seems to him that we are going
to get a fairly substantial watershed off of that hill and off of that
subdivision. Mr. Simmons asked why do they even bother going into
Whitehall Pond. He asked why not have a closed system that has the
capacity to handle this amount of water that bypasses Whitehall Pond all




together instead of dumping into the pond and draining out of the pond.
He stated it seems to him that it creates an unnecessary hazard.

» Mr. Haberek stated that the closed system was denied by Planning and
Zoning and this is their alternative,

* Mr. Simmons asked if Mr. Haberek knew the basis for the denial.

*  Mr. Gruber stated the plan that was denied was a series of retention basins.

*  Mr. Simmons stated that although retention basins can perform a certain
function essentially what they are doing is dumping a whole lot of volume
of water into Whitehall Pond expecting it to transit the pond and go out the
other end. He stated that systems fail we all know that. Mr. Simmons
further stated that he is not confident of Jusﬁh‘,ow much water might be

generated by this development on this watétshed and he is not confident
.and then relies on an open

that a system that dumps into an oper
drain out the other side is the safest wa; a@?wgth the problem.
* Mr. Gruber stated that this plan:y as’ approved ck ten years ago so

) eﬁﬁemgn by n.
(Gt He also stated{l;gat it really

Jained
ght is there s still time that has
ertain hoops that have to take place. He

rt _;udgment or through the sale of the

Plannmg and Zoning, Town Engineer and DEP approval. The vote was 2-
1 in favor of adopting the resolution.
2015 Regular Meeting Schedule
A motion was made by Mr. Crouse, seconded by Mr. Simmons and voted
unanimously to approve the 2015 Regular Meeting Schedule.
(6) Comments from the Public
None
(N Comments from the Selectmen
None




(8) Adjourn
There being no further business to come before this Board, the meeting was

adjourned at 2:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristine Bell
Recording Secretary
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