March 11, 2015

The Board of Finance held a special meeimg atthe P@iaee Department meeting
room. Members present were Glenn Frishinan, Chairman; Dudley Wheeler; Tim
G’Bnen Bryan Bentz ; Jurte Strunk, Secretary and Sandy Grimes.

Also, present, SPS Supermtendent Van Riley, Business Manager Bill King, Board
of Education Chairman Frank Todisco, BOE members, SPS staff and residents.

Mr. Frishman called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

jdéiet Hearing
Chairman Todusco began the FY 15-16 Budget presentatton stating that the final
budget approved by the Board of Educaﬂsn carriés a 5.35% inciease. ftems
confribufing {6 the increase are contractual requ:rements utility costs and new
speclal education students with legally required services and pragrams enrolled
in the district. Also mcluéec% are 4.4 positions with one elimination,

Mr. Riley reviewed increases to line items in response {o previous questions

. ...Fram:the. Board, along with enroliment projections. There is a 2.5% increase to

administrator salaries however Mr. Riley stated he declined the raise.

Mr. Frishman asked if there was any way to mitigate the Special Education costs.

~ Mr. Riley replied that there wias not as there is no control over the students
coming into the program. Allison VanEiten, Director of Special Services/Special

'Education shared information about new students to the district as well as current
students as well as requirements and the unanticipated costs associated.
She'stated that there are 23 childreh and if no other Town enrolls these children,
even if they are a DGF student, Stonington is responsible for the education of

that student,

She added they ars working on options such as work at local businesses for the
18 to 22 year olds, bringing students from other districts and charging tultion as
weﬁasthepumhaﬁe of & van fo fransport the students. ir. Riley stated that a
van would cost approximately $30,000 whﬂe the current transportatmn cost per

' student is $78,000.

Mr. Frishman asked if there was any chance for an electricity reduction. Mr.,
- King rephed that he has recently changed suppliers and as he is not locked in he
keeps afi eye on fates and can renagotiate.

| Mr. Grimes asked about the fields maintenance. Mr. King rephed that the SPS
does the maintenance while DPW does the fertilizafion. :
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Mrs. Strunk asked about the Police Services. Mr. King. ﬁ'ep!ied that those lines
-pettain to several areas for example events and !rfe safety. He. added that any
‘time *I:here is over 100 wsators 1o the schooi an nffieer miist be present

Members dlscussed the water damage at West Broad Strest School due to the
burst bipe inthe atfic. Nir. Ken Donovan stated that it was fortunate that this
‘happened during the day, as the dama '_‘Id have been sugmf' icantly worse.
The alaitn sounded and was addressé y. Damages are being assessed
and a clalm wﬂl be f‘ Ied io cover costs over the $10 000 deducilbie ‘

Memhers reviéwed the CIP. budget. There iBa total of $90? @m} in security items
listed ‘on the BOE propesed CIP that w be addressed in the Bond and Safety |
appropnatlon Mr. King made one adjustment to the proposeci CIP Aerial Lift for
 the whole district has died and must be elevated oaB ff stait
also.discussed the continued need for portable classroomis, ronftop umts at SHS
and PMS as wel! as asbestos abatement :

Thire being no further business to come before-the Board, Mr. Wheeler made a
motion fo ‘adjourn. Mr. Grimes ‘seconded the motion and the meeting was -
_unanmousiy adjaumed at ﬁ'ﬁﬁ p m. :

Respectfully submitted,

June Strunk
Secretary




