Stonington Harbor Management Commission

September 8, 2014
Minutes (J. Diggs, Acting Secretary)

1. Call to Order:

Chairman Spalding called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. In attendance were Chairman
Spalding, Commissioners Crites, Diggs, MacKinnon, O’Neill, Rose, Motherway and.
Assistant Harbor Master Estabrooks. Harbormaster Donch participated remotely via
speaker-phone. Commissioners Johnstone, Smith and Tacy were absent. A quorum
existed and the meeting proceeded.

2. Minutes:
A. The draft Minutes of the August 11, 2014 meeting were reviewed with no changes
required. Approval of minutes as submitted was so moved by Mr. MacKinnon,
seconded by Mr. O’Neill, and approval unanimously.

3. Correspondence:
A. In Jurisdiction: A letter was received from a West Mystic resident regarding the

horn at the outer breakwater stating that it sounds every 10 seconds regardless of
the weather (i.e., fog or clear) and can be heard at the resident’s home, about 4.5
miles to the NW. The HM and Commission members responded: the Sound
Pressure Level (SPL) of the horn was measured and agreed with the USCG
published source level of 118 dBA. The SPL at the West Mystic location was
calculated to be less than 35 dBA. This should be barely audible and equivalent to
a whisper in the best of conditions and in the absence of any background noise.
The HM met with the resident at the Point and will meet again at the resident’s
home to pursue this further. The horn activation sensor may be faulty and will be
reported to the USCG, but the horn source level cannot be reduced since it is an
Aid-to-Navigation (ATON).
B. Out of Jurisdiction; None.

4. Treasurers Report:
A. Current Financial Status: Mr. Crites circulated the August 2014 Financial Report

(see Attachment A). The balance as of the end of August was $16842, but after
all expenses are incurred will be reduced to about $7289 going into CY 2015,
This was viewed as a healthy start to the upcoming year. Mr. Motherway so
moved approval, seconded by Mr. Rose. Approval was unanimous.

S. Harbormaster’s Report: The Report is attached. Also reported and discussed were
the following:
A, Potential Hazard in the Harbor: Commissioner Motherway recently observed re-
bars protruding above the water. The location is off the 1% dock south of the




private dock that has a private boat lift, on Wamphassuc Point near the NW area
of the harbor. The re-bars are intended to identify rocks but are themselves a
hazard. The HM will contact Commissioner Motherway on Thu, 9/11/2014 io
jointly investigate by water.

B. Land Adjacent to the HM Dock: The HM dock is attached to land that is owned
by the Town but managed by the Fisherman’s Association. The land NE and
adjacent to this tract is also owned by the Town and has been the subject of
controversy regarding defining its best use. The SHMC will only get involved if
the Town defined use includes activities that affect the harbor.

Approval of the Harbormaster’s Report and the above additions was so moved by
Mr. O’Neill, seconded by Mr. Motherway, and was unanimous.

6. Old Business:

A. Inner (old) Breakwater/Town Dock: Mr, MacKinnon reported that this effort
continues in a positive direction and that a meeting of the stakeholders will
occur at the Borough Hall on Thursday, 9/11/2014 at 4:00pm. A State grant is
being pursued to perform a feasibility study of its restoration/repair.

B. Harbor Hydrographic Suryey: Mr. Spalding displayed a large format chart of
the harbor with the new mooring grid overlaid on the hydrographic survey
results. On examination, it appeared that the grid overlay was not properly
marked on the survey chart. However, the benefits of such a chart were well
received and it will be used until a new chart can be produced. Mr. Spalding
will contact Nancy Byrne at Hydro Data, Inc. (HDI) to resolve the chart
discrepancy.

C. Tracking COP Projects: No new permits received.
7. New Business: None.

8. Public Comment: There was no public comment.

9. Adjournment:
Mr. Crites moved that the meeting be adjourned. Mr. O’Neill seconded and the

meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:45 PM.

Approved: WW Date: 11/13/2014
Ja¥ Spalding, "Chairman {HMC

Attachments:
A, Treasurer’s Report:
B. Harbormaster’s Report




Attachment A (Financial Report):
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Attachment B (Harbor Master’s Report):
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Respectfully Submitted

Eric Donch
Stortinigion Harbormisster




