TOWN OF STONINGTON

152 Elm Street o Stonington, Connecticut 06378
BOARD OF FINANCE SPECIAL MEETING
Tuesday, February 28, 2023
Board of Education District Office Conference Room
40 Field Street Pawcatuck
7:00 PM

Call to order

Budget Presentations:
o  Solid Waste with CIP
¢ Public Works with CIP

Budget Calendar:
e Possible discussion of hearing/meeting dates

Review Previous Minutes:
[ ]

Correspondence:
* Article mailed to BOF concerning YMCA CIP request
» Letter from Climate Change Task force regarding Town’s “carbon footprint”.
e Other

Adjourn
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Climate Change Task Force

‘Town of Stonington
152 Elm Street
Stoaington, Connecticut 06378

February 17, 2023

To:

Board of Selectmen, Town of Stonington
ATTN: Danielle Chesebrough — First Selectman
152 Eim Street

Stonington, CT 06378

Board of Finance, Town of Stonington
ATTN: Timothy O’Brien — Chairman
152 Elm Street

Stonington, CT 06378

Board of Education, Town of Stonington
ATTN: Farouk Rajab — Chairman

40 Field Street

Pawcatuck, CT 06379

Dear Ms. Chesebrough, Mr. O’Brien and Mr. Rajab:

The twenty-two towns in the Southeastern Connecticut Councit of Governments
declared a Climate Emergency via Resolution No. 21-3 approved on May 24, 2021
(copy enclosed).

On September 28, 2022 the Town of Stonington Board of Selectmen approved a
Resclution of Commitment to Address Climate Change. .. (¢opy enclosed).

Both of these documents pledge the Town of Stonington, among other things, to
lowering the town’s carbon footprint. While the town has made some progress in
applying for mitigation grants, the members of the Climate Change Task Force
(CCTF) have not seen much progress on lowering emissions and certainly not at the
pace needed to address the climate emergency.

Eventually, either through market forces or government regulation', the town will
eliminate or greatly reduce carbon emissions. There has never been a better time to
address these issues as billions of dollars of federal funding has been made
available through the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (and other programs) and
assistance to municipalities through Connecticut’s Green Bank Municipal
Assistance Program?.



We recommend the following:

1} Establish a standing regular meeting agenda item for “Climate Solutions” where your board
members will actively address ways to work towards a lower carbon footprint,

2) Require every major financial expenditure have a cost benefit analysis comparing the typical
~ business as usual costs of an item or project over its expected lifetime versus purchasing the
“greener” alternative. Examples: conventional fossil fuel powered vehicle vs. battery powered
vehicle’; replacement of gas-powered generator vs. battery storage; conventional electricity vs solar
power etc.

Many Connecticut towns that have chosen greener options have realized significant cost savings while reducing
their carbon footprint,

Individual town homeowners appear to be taking significant actions to reduce their carbon emissions as
evidenced by installed solar panels, installed air or geo-thermal heat pumps and purchased electric powered
vehicles. It would be good to see the town government and school system follow their lead.

For the Climate Change Task Force:

(W PRTN

Richard Newton
Chairman

'Proposed CT State Legislation: §.B. No. 961 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING CARBON-FREE SCHQOL
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND ESTABLISHING OTHER SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOQOIL DISTRICTS

tips:/ Wivegg.ctyov/asp/egabillstatus/eyabillstatus, asy ?sel Bl Tyvpe=Bill&bill qum=SBO0Y6 | &which vear=2
023

* Connecticut Green Bank Municipal Assistance Program: hitps.£ wiw.ciercenbank, com communin -solutions’

* Connecticut Department of Transportation Electric Vehicle (EV) Planning Resources website:
hap fibie v/ AKh e GG




SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

5 Conneeticut Avenue, Norwich, Connecticut 06360

RESOLUTION NO. 21-3
RELATING TO A CLIMATE EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, world teaders from 175 countries, including the United States, recognized the threat
ol climate change and the urgent need to combat it by signing the Paris Agreement in 2016; and

WHEREAS, in Connecticut the Governor's Council on Climate Change (GC3) has been lormed
to assess the risk posed by climate change to the state and Lo identify ways to mitigate this risk,
and Public Act 18-182 established targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (SCCOG) recently was
addressed by Dr, Roger Kuhns, the Connecticut State Coordinator for the Citizen’s Climate Lobby,
who presented to the SCCOG ample evidence and documentation of the growing impacts of
climate change on our state and why scientists, economists, policy makers and members of the
general public view this to be such a critical issue at this time; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments hereby declares
there to be a climate change emergency, which threatens the resilience of SCCOG member
municipalities and in fact that of the world; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution provides the foundation for continuing and
meaningful climate change actions upon which the SCCOG will promote and advocate for in an
effort to assist its 22 municipal members in addressing this climate emergency, including its
support for federal, state, and local policies that will protect the natural environment while
resulting in a safer and healthier climate. '

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned duly qualified Secretary of (he Southeastern Connecticut Council of
Governments certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the
voting members of the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments on May 19, 2021,

Danene Chssebrongh

Date: May 24) 2021 By:i)anleI!eChosehmugh {May 24,2021 12306 EOT)
Danielle Chesebrough, Secretary

Meniber Muntelpalities: Bozrah * Colchester * East Lynse * Frankiin * Orisweld * Berough of Jewalt City * Cily of Groton * Town of°
Groton * Lebanon * Ledyard * Lisbon * Montville * New Londen * North Stonington ¥ Norwich * Preston *
Salem * Sprague * Stenington * Stoninglon Borough * Walerford * Windham

{f lunguage assistance is needed, please contact SCCOU at 560-859-2324, offfeeidisecrog.oig
§i necesita asistencia lingiistica, por favor camimiquese a 860-889-2324, afficel@scecug.org

HRERIEIEEWE , BB 360-850.2324 LN A FHHT officeBsrccog.ong.




RESOLUTION OF COMMITMENT TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE,
RESILIENCY AND SUSTAINABILITY AS A CENTRAL MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE
FOR ALL ACTIONS OF THE TOWN GOVERNMENT OF STONINGTON

WHEREAS, the occurrence of powerful hurticanes, major forest fires, extreme heat waves, and
extreme cold in non-traditional locations both nationally and internationally has heightened our
awareness of climate change and the necessity of taking bold steps to combat it; and

WHEREAS, in Stonington, we have experienced a steady rise in sea level, increasingly powerful
precipitation events, and higher temperatures; and

WHEREAS, the Town recognizes that the changing climate has the potential to negatively affect
our population, environment and economy; and

WHEREAS, climate change poses a growing threat to the health and safety of Stonington
residents; and

WHEREAS, human activity contributes to these threats, and humans must take action now to
mitigate the impacts of, as well as adapting to these threats; and

WHEREAS, by acting now we will lessen the cost and severity of anticipated climate change
impacts on future generations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen is committed to leadership in combating climate change
and supporting a more sustainable community, balancing economic development with protecting
our natural resources; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that together, as elected community leaders, we commit to actively promoting and
employing resiliency and sustainability principles as we seek solutions that effectively address
climate risks, including protecting land, air and water quality, lowering our carbon footprint;
combating the devastating impacts of climate change, reducing injury and illness, and
maintaining and improving our quality of life; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen directs all agencies and other parts of town
government to explore ways in which their work can positively contribute to a resilient and
sustainable future, seck reductions in energy consumption as a step toward a fow carbon future;
making climate impact assessment a part of all significant decisions: and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen will consider these guiding principles to be central to
all aspects of town governance and operations.

Approved by the Board of Selectman on September 28, 2022
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