
Friends of Stonington Crew 501 (c)3             P.O. Box 242 Stonington Ct. 06378 
 
Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman     August 24, 2020 
Town of Stonington 
152 Elm Street 
Stonington, CT 06378 
 
RE:  Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Chesebrough: 
 
This letter is in support of the Town of Stonington’s application for a Brownfield Grant to be used 
for remediation costs at the Mystic River Boathouse Park located at 123 Greenmanville Avenue, 
Mystic, CT.  The funds are essential for the completion of the project and would be used for 
remediation and redevelopment of the site into a park, which is an existing brownfield site.  The park 
project will provide improved water access and multiple passive and active recreational and 
educational uses for the public. 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Friends of Stonington Crew. Our organization is very committed to 
Stonington’s development of the Mystic River Boathouse Park. As you know, Stonington Crew is a 
non-profit organization formed in 1997 to support Stonington High School Crew. Since that 
time, Crew has grown into one of the largest sports at the high school with over 10% of the student 
body participating each season.  
 
We have been truly fortunate to have the Mystic Seaport support our activities and allow us access to 
their facilities and waterfront to run our programs. Unfortunately, with our program increasing in size 
each year we are outgrowing the space they have provided us. There are no other facilities in 
Stonington we are aware of that can support the 90 or more kids that participate in the program and 
provide storage for our equipment. 
 
The Boathouse Park will provide The Friends of Stonington Crew a location where we would be 
able to run our programs and store our equipment. It would allow us to continue to offer our 
award-winning program for the high school that has helped our students receive more scholarships 
than all other sports at the high school combined. It would also allow us to expand our program into 
community rowing for all residents of Stonington and surrounding towns. To that end FOSC has 
raised more than $430,000 dollars in support of building a boathouse in the proposed park.  
 
Once completed, this project is certain to enhance the area, providing residents and visitors with 
public waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable connectivity and desirable small 
event space, while offering additional economic, tourism, educational and coastal resiliency benefits 
to the area.   
 
Sincerely, 

Michael O’Neill 
 

Michael O’Neill                 
Director of Rowing, Stonington Crew 
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September 15,2020

Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman
Town of Stonington
152 Elm Street
Stonington, CT 06378

RE: Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application

Dear Ms. Chesebrough:

This letter is in support of the Town of Stonington's application for a Brownfield Grant to be used
tbr remediation costs at the Mystic River Boathouse Park located at 123 Greenmanville Avenue,
Mystic, CT. The funds are essential for the completion of the project and would be used for
remediation and redevelopment of the existing brownfield site into a green public park. The park
project will provide improved water access and multiple passive and active recreational and
educational uses for the public and the growth of Stonington, particularly the Stonington High
School crew team. The need to preserve and restore public open spaces has never been more
critical than now.

In addition to providing public river access and a place for our visitors and community to enjoy,
the park will enhance the historic character of the neighborhood in the Rossie Mill Historic District
by helping to recreate a greenway between Mystic Seaport Museum and the Denison Pequotsepos
Nature Center's Coogan Farm, The Museum, situated on a l9-acre parcel adjacent to the Mystic
River Boathouse Park, operates on the site of the historic Greenman houses and shipyard. The
Greenman family once farmed part of the land at Coogan Farm and frequently traveled between
the two historic sites. Enhancing this corridor will help to reconnect these two historic sites and
allow the Museum and DPNC to strengthen the joint programming that will interpret the rich local
history of this area. Further, it will send an important message to the public that Connecticut cares
about green spaces for public use.

Once completed, this project is cerlain to enhance the area, providing residents and visitors with
public waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable connectivity and desirable small
event space, while offering additional economic, tourism, educational and coastal resiliency
benefits to the area.

Si ly,
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August 22, 2020 
 
 
Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman 
Town of Stonington 
152 Elm Street 
Stonington, CT 06378 
 
RE:  Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Chesebrough: 
 
This letter is in support of the Town of Stonington’s application for a Brownfield Grant 
to be used for remediation costs at the Mystic River Boathouse Park located at 123 
Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT.  The funds are essential for the completion of the 
project and would be used for remediation and redevelopment of the site into a park, 
which is an existing brownfield site.  The park project will provide improved water 
access and multiple passive and active recreational and educational uses for the public. 
 
As shellfish farmers, legacy point source pollution sites are always places of concern.  
We can upgrade sewage treatment facilities and improve storm water runoff collection, 
but to reach peak water quality all aspects and sources of contamination need to be 
considered. 
 
Once completed, this project is certain to enhance the area, providing residents and 
visitors with public waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable 
connectivity and desirable small event space, while offering additional economic, 
tourism, educational and coastal resiliency benefits to the area.   
 
Best, 
 
Steve Plant 
CT Cultured Oysters 
Noank Aquaculture Co-Op 
860-608-9116 
https://CT-Oysters.com  
 

https://ct-oysters.com/
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9/8/2020 
 
 
Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman 
Town of Stonington 
152 Elm Street 
Stonington, CT 06378 
 
RE:  Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Chesebrough: 
 
This letter is in support of the Town of Stonington’s application for a Brownfield Grant to be 
used for remediation costs at the Mystic River Boathouse Park located at 123 Greenmanville 
Avenue, Mystic, CT.  The funds are essential for the completion of the project and would be 
used for remediation and redevelopment of the site into a park, which is an existing brownfield 
site.  The park project will provide improved water access and multiple passive and active 
recreational and educational uses for the public. 
 
I began working on this project when I was a selectwoman for Stonington, and it will be 
wonderful to see this project completed.  This project will support our rowing program in the 
public schools and a new community rowing program.  Public access to the waterfront will also 
contribute to our tourism and recreational industry which is vital to our economy. 
 
Once completed, this project is certain to enhance the area, providing residents and visitors with 
public waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable connectivity and desirable 
small event space, while offering additional economic, tourism, educational and coastal 
resiliency benefits to the area.   
 
Best, 
 
 





 
P.O. Box 95, New London, CT 06320  |  (860) 448-5135  |  info@CultureSECT.org  |  www.CultureSECT.org 

 

Our mission is to improve the economy, vitality and quality of life in Southeastern Connecticut 
by supporting the arts, cultural and creative community. 

August 24, 2020 
 
Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman 
Town of Stonington 
152 Elm Street 
Stonington, CT 06378 
 
RE:  Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Chesebrough: 
 
The Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition supports the Town of Stonington’s application for a 
Brownfield Grant to be used for remediation costs that are essential to the completion of the 
redevelopment project at the Mystic River Boathouse Park, 123 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT.  
 
Our mission is to improve the economy, vitality and quality of life in Southeastern Connecticut by 
supporting the arts, cultural and creative community. The park project elements that include, a 
riverside space for cultural and educational events and a public boardwalk with historic interpretive 
signage and markers, will benefit residents and enhance the visitor experience in the region. 
 
We value properties and buildings with historical significance, which are integral to our heritage and 
part of our region’s cultural landscape. Education about historic riverfront sites helps us define and 
distinguish our region and build a strong sense of identity. Public access to these areas maintains a 
connection between the past and present for the benefit of future generations.  
 
Unique event spaces and options for passive recreation positively influence the tourism industry that 
drives our local economy.  
 
We support the completion of this project that is certain to enhance the area, providing residents and 
visitors with public waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable connectivity and 
desirable small event space, while offering additional economic, tourism, and educational benefits.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Wendy Bury 
Executive Director 







The United States Rowing Association 
2 Wall Street Princeton, NJ 08540 609-751-0700 Fax: 609-924-1578 

Member: United States Olympic Committee, Federation Internationale des Societes D’Aviron (FISA) 

 
8/13/2020 
 
Ms. Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman 
Town of Stonington 
152 Elm Street 
Stonington, CT 06378 
 
RE:  Town of Stonington Brownfields Grant Application 
 
Dear Ms. Chesebrough: 
 
This letter is in support of the Town of Stonington’s application for a Brownfield Grant to be used for 
remediation costs at the Mystic River Boathouse Park located at 123 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT. 
The funds are essential for the completion of the project and would be used for remediation and 
redevelopment of the site into a park, which is an existing brownfield site. The park project will provide 
improved water access and multiple passive and active recreational and educational uses for the public. 
 
USRowing was excited to learn of the potential for this site to be developed into a park with a boathouse 
for the public high school and to give public access to the water and a rowing facility. Rowing is a 
lifetime sport, with participants ranging from pre-teen to into their 90s, meaning people of all ages could 
benefit from this boathouse. For middle school and high school youth in particular, rowing provides a 
great structure where they can learn teamwork, hard work, time management skills and other life lessons 
that carry on well beyond the boathouse and water. Rowing also provides the potential for kids to further 
their education through numerous college scholarship opportunities both in-state and across the country. 
In addition, rowing events and regattas can bring significant economic impact to a city and state. 
 
Rowing already has a strong rowing history and footprint in Connecticut. The U.S. junior women’s 
national team trains out of New London during the summer, several of the top rowing programs in the 
nation hail from Connecticut, and the state has a long tradition of producing rowing Olympians. This 
facility would provide a great opportunity to expand on that rich history at the grassroots level. 
USRowing wholeheartedly supports this project. 
 
Once completed, this project is certain to enhance the area, providing residents and visitors with public 
waterfront access to the Mystic River, increasing walkable connectivity and desirable small event space, 
while offering additional economic, tourism, educational and coastal resiliency benefits to the area.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Susan Smith 
USRowing, Interim CEO 
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