March 27, 2017

The Stonington Board of Selectmen held a Joint Special Meeting with the Borough of Stonington Board of Warden

& Burgesses on this date at the Stonington High School Commons at 7:00 p.m. Present were First Selectman Rob
Simmons, Selectman Mike Spellman, Selectwoman Kate Rotella. Also present were members of the Board of
Warden and Burgesses; Mr. Jeff Callahan, Ms. Amy Nicholas, Mr. Howard Park and Ms, Karen Von Ruffer Hills as
well as the public.

(1) Call to Order
Mr. Simmons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

(2) Pledge of Allegiance

{3) Correspondence

e Mr. Simmons took in correspondence from Ms. Kyla Adams in support of the Town of Stonington
joining Ledge Light Health District.

¢ Mr. Simmons took in correspondence from Mr. Steve Tumer in support of the Town of Stonington
joining Ledge Light Health District.

s Mr. Simmons took in correspondence from Mr. Adam Young in support of the Town of Stonington
joining Ledge Light Health District,

e Mr. Simmons stated he received a phone call from Mr. Mark Oefinger, Groton Town Manager, prior to
the meeting in support of the Town of Stonington joining Ledge Light Health District.

(4) Public Hearing — Discussion regarding the passibility of the Town of Stonington and Stonington
Borough joining Ledge Light Health District
Mr. Simmons stated that the reason for the hearing was due to retirement notices from the Sanitarian and
Health Official. Mr. Simmons added that with the summer season upcoming and over 150 food service
outlets and other food events, the Town acted quickly to solicit propesals of iiterests. The most substantial
proposal was from-Ledge Light Health District. Mr. Simmons asked if any members had comments before the
presentation. No members had comments.

Mr. Steve Mansfield, Director of Health for Ledge Light Health District, gave a presentation regarding the
benefits of joining Ledge Light Health District, a copy of which is attached to these minutes as Attachment

“1”

Mr. Callahan asked if the Sanitarian from Ledge Light will also oversee permits, for example, how someone
would secure a permit for a septic system. Mr. Mansfield replied that Ledge Light offers an online permitting
system or it could be done at the Town Hall. Mr. Mansfield stated that Ledge Light would rely on the
department staff within the Town Hall {o assist when needed just as the former Sanitarian would have done.

Mpr. Callahan asked for an example of 24/7 coverage and why someone would be contacting Ledge Light after
hours. Mr. Mansfield stated the 24/7 coverage does receive several phone calls. Mr. Mansfield added as an
example they would be contacted after hours if an infectious disease outbreak happened or if a fire in a
restaurant occurred. Mr. Mansfield stated that in both instances someone from Ledge Light would be onsite
quickly to follow protocols set in place based on the issue.

Mr. Park asked for an example of the environmental fees. Mr. Mansfield reviewed the fee schedule, a copy of
which is aitached to these minutes in the Information Packet, as Aftachment “2”,




Mr. Simmeons reviewed a few areas within the draft agreement that he thought needed to be updated. Mr.
Mansfield stated that he had updated the document prior to the meeting and was waiting until after the hearing
to forward.

Mr. Simmons referred to the area of the draft agreement which states that the Town can appoint
representatives to the District Board of Directors and questioned how many representatives could participate.
Mr. Mansfield stated that the Town would get one representative for every 10,000 in the town’s population.
Mr. Mansfield added that based on population numbers the Town would get to appoint two representatives
and the Borough would get to appoint one.

Mr. Spellman stated that he met with Mr. Mansfield previously and that he believed the cost of Ledge Light
would be less than what the Town is paying currently. Mr. Mansfield stated the cost for 2017-2018 would be
approximately $50,000 less than what it would cost to fill the current vacancies.

Mr. Spellman asked if there would be any dramatic increase to their rates. Mr. Mansfield stated they have the
same per capita raie as they had ten years ago. Mr. Mansfield added that last year’s increase was 1.5% and

this year was 1%.

Mrs. Rotella stated that she met with Mr. Mausfield previously and wanted to reiterate that most of the
restaurants establishments have Clags 4 Licenses which are based on number of seats. Mr. Mansfield stated
that his understanding was that the Town of Stonington bases the licenses fees on the number of seats and not
the license classification. Mr. Mansfield added that Ledge Light, as well as the rest of the state, base the
license fee on the classification of the license. Mrs. Rotella stated that she believed the agreement was
structured so that license fees would not be raised for a certain amount of time. Mr. Mansfield stated that he

believed the fees would not be raised until June, 2018.

Mr. Simmons stated that Mr. Vincent Pacileo, Director of Administration, negotiated the contract with Ledge
Light Heaith District. Mr. Pacileo stated that if the Town tried to replace the Sanitarian and Health Official it
would be at a cost of approximately $50,000 more than the current cost. Mr. Pacileo added that a year
transition has been built into the Ledge Light contract which will allow people to get accustomed to the Ledge

Light staff and the change in fees.

Mr. Mansfield stated that the State of Connecticut would provide Ledge Light with the entire 2016-2017 per
capita confribution of approximately $30,000 if the Town of Stonington joins the health district before June
30, 2017. Mr, Mansfield added that Ledge Light would split that contribution with the Town of Stonington.

Mr. Simmons asked if any member of the public wished to testify for or against the proposal. No members of
the public wanted fo testify.

(5) Approval of joining Ledge Light Health District

A motion was made by Mr. Callahan, seconded by Mr. Simmons and voted unanimously to join the Ledge
Light Heath District and move the issue to a Special Town Meeting to be held on Tuesday, April 11, 2017,
and the Borough Legislative body.




In discussion, Mr. Simmons stated that the draft agreement would be edited, updated and a final version
would be presented at the Special Town Meeting, With no further discussion, the mofion carried.

(6) Adjourn _
There being no further business to come before this Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

S*{Mﬁ Hateed

Stacey Haskell
Recording Secretary
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FACT SHEET ON DISTRICT DEPARTM

R HEALTH IN CONNECTICUT

The following information has been pui ingether {0 help educaie community mermbers on what a health district
is and ihe benefits to your town joining of forming & healih district in Connecticut.

Wehat is o district department of health?

A district department of public healih o “hesiih district” is a regional pubiic health department formed by
ftwo of rmore municipaliiies to provide local public health services. A health district is a separate
governmental eniity from the iown it serves. There are many benefits to being a mernbsy town of 8
health disirict. (See attached — Benefits as a Member Town of a Health District.)

Winat laws govern healih distnicls?

The lawe that govern health districts in Connecticut are found in the Connaeclicut General Staiutes (CGS)
Sections 19a-240 through 19a-248. CCS can be found on the following web address:
s feww cos ol oovicweniipulditie 18 b

The following is a iisting of the CGS section nurnbers and titles under Title 192, Chapter 388f, Districi
Depariments of Health:

Section 192-240 Definition of "hoard”.
Section 19a-241 Formation of district depariments. Board
Section 19a-242 Appointment of Director of Health. Removal.
Sanitarians, Authorized agent.
Section 19a-243 District rules and regulations. Powers of disirict Meetings. Expenses.
Section 19a-244 Qualifications, term and duties of diractor of health. Employees.
Section 192-245 Reimbursement by the siate.
Section 19a-246 Withdrawal from district.

Is thers any fnancial assistance avaliable from the siate?

Yes, legislation passed by ihe General Asserably in 1963 makes it possible for a healih district to receive
state aid annually in the amount of $1.85 per capita to each health district with a population of 50,000 of
rore, of serves three (3) or more rmunicipalities irrespective of total population (CGS Section 19a-245).

YWhat public healih servicas are reguled of 8 heallh district?
Each district depariment of health and runicipal department of health shall ensure the provision of a
basic health program pursuant io CGS Seciion 19a-207a. (See sttached -~ Basic Health Program.)

what are the professional gualifications for a district direcior of healin?

The district director of health may be a licensed physician and hold a degree iri public health from an
d a graduste degres in public health from an

" accredited school, college, university or institution or hol




accredited school, coflege or instituiion {CGS Section 19a-244). He or she would be appointed by the
governing board of the disirict, with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Healfth (CGS Section
102-242).

How is the decision made o join the Torm or baeaith district?

Towns, cities and boroughs, by voie of their isgisiative bodies, after & public hearing may units (o form a
haaith district or vote 1o join an existing healih district (CGS Seciion 19a-241),

What happens to the employees of g municipal health deparbment when the musicipallly joins
& haalth district?

ay The municipal director of healih appoiniment is terminated {CGS Section 182-242).

by Ful-time employess including the former full-time director of heaith of a municipal heaiih
depariment become employsss of the healih disirict, but may continue (o participate and retain their
rights andl benefits in the municipal pension systern without intesruption until their retirement (CGS
Section 19a-244).

Gan & v withdrw from the health disteict 11 so duesires?

Yas, a town can withdraw by voting to do so, providing it has been & member of the district for a least 24
months prior io such vote of withdrawa! (CGS Section 192-248).

How would g health distric! be managed?

A district board of heaith, like a board of directors of 8 company, would manage the affairs of the disirict
and would appoint the director of health with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Health. It would
e the function of the board of health to establish by-laws and promote reasonable rules and regulations
for the promotion of general health within the health district, not in conflict with any law or with the
Connecticut public health code (CGS Section 192-243). ‘

How many members would thers be on 2 district board of health, and who appoinis them?

The size of the district board of health is relatad to populgtion. Appointments are made by the board of
selectmen or other approgriste legisiative bedies (Such as city council). One representative is appointed
from each municipality in the district. If a municipality has a population of more than 10,000, the
municipality is eligible for one additional reprasentative for each additional 10,000 in population, or pari
thereof. However, no municipality may have more than five (8) represemiatives. (CGS Section 19a-

241).
At the present fime, how many heatth districls are in operation in Connactivut?

There are presently twenty (20) health disiricts in Conneciicut. (See map atiached.}

1 have additfonal guestions regarding health districts, who can | contact?

You may contact the Office of Local Healih Administration of the Connecticut Depariment of Public
Health, 410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308, Harlford, CT 06134; Telephone (880) 509-7660; Fax

{860) 509-7782.
f;;gg,%;&éé%g@

Conngcticnt Department of Public Hegith B %@i
Otfion of Loca! Health Adedrdstration « (8605 509-7650 ot Db bt
wiwrs.cT.gov/ dph
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