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EDC Goals:

To assist in the
establishment of new
business in Stonington;
finding business
locations; State of
Connecticut and local
assistance and
incentives; introductions
to area officials and

business leaders; and area
statistics and information.

Town of Stonington

Economic Development Commission
152 Elm Street
Stonington, Connecticut 06378

FINAL MINUTES
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, April 17, 2019
Human Services Building
166 South Broad Street, Pawcatuck, CT

Attending: EDC — Kevin Bowdler, Rich Balestracci, Virginia Abernathy, Suzanne Lane,
Bill Hobbs, Jim Lathrop, Danielle Chesebrough, Kristine Halleck, Chris Donahue, Dan
McFadden, SHS students and members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m.

Minutes from 3/20 Regular Meeting and 4/1 Special Meeting were approved. Motion:
Jim; Second: Chris; ALL IN FAVOR.

John Guszkowski and Pete Parent represented the proposed zone change to a
Neighborhood Development District within TC80 for construction of two hotels behind
The Holiday Inn and McQuade’s supermarket. The main reasons for the NDD approach
are for setbacks and buffers. Access to the property will be from Coogan
Boulevard/Village Farm Rd and Clara Drive. The buildings will not be visible from
Coogan Boulevard or Route 27. The developer is proposing 2 hotels with the first hotel
being a 97 room Homewood Suites, a Hilton property. The second hotel would not be
built immediately. Site work is expected to take one year, and construction would take
a further 18 months. Hilton estimates that the construction costs will be about 20MM.
There will be about 30 staff once the hotel is operational. We requested additional
information about the number of construction jobs, the expected occupancy and the
average spend per visitor. With the relevant financial information, we can estimate
the increase to the Grand List and the amount of money spent in the area as a result
of this additional hotel capacity. Motion was made by Dan McFadden to write a letter
of support. Seconded by Bill; ALL IN FAVOR.

The Smiler’s Wharf presentation was delayed until a future meeting because the
developer was unable to attend.

Old Business:

a. Grain Building (#1) — EDC has applied for a $3K grant from Washington Trust to
create drawings for the Grain Building property. A motion was made by Chris to
match the $3K with funds from the EDC budget if the grant is received. Second
Jim; ALL IN FAVOR.

b. TCl Initiative (#2): Community Forum and Intro to TCl at Saltwater Farm Vineyard is
scheduled for 4/30 at 6 p.m. Rich to distribute flyer asap. Press Release is being
prepared.

c. Circus Lot (#5) — Bill has been in contact with Humans for the Future, a volunteer
group that could arrange between 10 and 15 volunteers to help remove trash from
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the Circus lot. The proposed clean-up date is 5/18 between 10 a.m. and 12 noon.
Once the trash has been removed, we will discuss next steps, such as clearing the
brush. A dumpster can be delivered and removed for $250. It is unclear what other
costs may be associated with providing tools or equipment for the clean-up. A
motion was raised by Bill to allocate up to $500 from the EDC budget. Second;
Chris; ALLIN FAVOR.

Each member who attended the joint meeting with Westerly EDC meeting gave their
observations of the meeting. These included the need for cooperation on issues
involving the Pawcatuck River and parking.

No update from the Department of Planning. /
Upcoming
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. * Apr 29, TBD, FOI Training

e Apr 30, Saltwater Farm 6:00pm —
Economic State-of-Play in CT and TCl
Community Conversation
Respectfully Submitted s May 2, Stonington Police Station 9:00am —
CCM Streamlining the Land Use
Regulatory Process
e May 15 — EDC Regular+ Meeting — Special
guest Laura Brown, UCONN Community &
Economic Development
¢ May 18 — Circus Lot clean-up
¢ TBD - Stonington-North Stonington Joint
EDC meeting
¢ June 19 — Regular EDC Meeting

Kevin Bowdler, Vice-Chairman
Economic Development Commission

/@«ﬁé/mﬁ/

David Hammond, Chairman
Approved May 15, 2019
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